
Warden Message – U.S. Embassy, Quito, Ecuador 
Department of State Issues Worldwide Caution Alert 

February 1, 2011 

The U.S. Embassy in Quito advises U.S. citizens living or traveling in Ecuador that the U.S. Department of 

State has issued a Worldwide Caution advisory in light of the continuing threat of terrorist actions and 

violence against U.S. citizens and interests.  U.S. citizens are reminded to maintain a high level of 

vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.   

Demonstrations and rioting can occur with little or no warning.  Current information suggests that Al-

Qaida and affiliated organizations continue to plan terrorist attacks against U.S. interests in multiple 

regions, including Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.  These attacks may employ a wide variety of 

tactics including suicide operations, assassinations, kidnappings, hijackings, and bombings. 

 

Extremists may elect to use conventional or non- conventional weapons, and target both official and 

private interests.  Examples of such targets include high-profile sporting events, residential areas, 

business offices, hotels, clubs, restaurants, places of worship, schools, public areas, public 

transportation systems and locales where U.S. citizens gather in large numbers, including during 

holidays. 

 

The Department of State encourages U.S. citizens living overseas or planning to travel abroad to enroll in 

the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP), found online at 

https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui.  By enrolling in STEP, we can keep you up to date with 

important safety and security announcements.  Enrolling in STEP will also make it easier for the Embassy 

to contact you in the event of an emergency.  You should remember to keep all of your information in 

STEP up to date; it is particularly important when you enroll or update your information to include a 

current phone number and e-mail address. 

 

U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to maintain a high level of vigilance, be aware of local events, and 

take the appropriate steps to bolster their personal security.  For additional information, please refer to 

"A Safe Trip Abroad" at http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/safety/safety_1747.html.  

 

More information on Travel Warnings and Travel Alerts as well as Country Specific Information, are 

available on the Bureau of Consular Affairs website at http://travel.state.gov/.  You can follow the 

warnings on Twitter at www.twitter.com/travelgov and the Bureau of Consular Affairs page on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/travelgov as well.  Travelers may also obtain up-to-date information on 

security conditions by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll-free in the United States and Canada or, outside the 

United States and Canada, on a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444.  
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updated information on travel and security within Ecuador through the Department of State’s Smart Traveler Enrollment 

Program.  

U.S. citizens should consult the Country Specific Information for Ecuador and the latest Travel Alerts and Warnings and 

Worldwide Caution at the Department's website. Updated information on travel and security in Ecuador may also be obtained 

from the Department of State by calling 1-888-407-4747 within the United States or by calling 1-202-501-4444 outside the 

United States. 

The U.S. Embassy in Quito is located at Avigiras E12-170 y Eloy Alfaro.  The telephone number for American Citizen Service 

(ACS) inquiries is (011 593-2) 398-5000.   Within the same city use the last seven digits. Add the city code for intercity telephone 

calls.  Public call-in hours are Monday through Thursday 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. and Friday 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  For after-hours 

emergencies, contact the Embassy at (011 593-2) 398-5200.   Appointments for ACS are available through our website.  

The U.S. Consulate General in Guayaquil is located at the corner of Avenida 9 de Octubre and Garcia Moreno (near the Hotel 

Oro Verde); telephone (011-593-4) 232-3570 during business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., or 232-1152 for after-hours 

emergencies. For assistance in the Galapagos Islands, please contact the U.S. Consulate in Guayaquil.  

Anyone can follow the activities of the U.S. Embassy in Ecuador through the Embassy website, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 
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